
 

What does the future hold for St. Paulôs? 
 

Transition means uncertainty, and uncertainty produces anxiety.  That is inevitable.  What 
is optional is our response to the anxiety. There are in fact a number of ways to help our 
anxiety be energy-creating and constructive, rather than fearful and destructive. Here are 
some thoughts to keep in mind. 

Remember first that St. Paulõsñor any parishñis more defined by the community itself 
than by the rector. Sure, the rector matters. But a parish has a living character, a 
personality, that precedes and follows any one rector.  

That is why keeping the community strongñrallying to support its programs, its leaders, 
its fellowship, its fund-raising and stewardship effortsñmatters now more than ever. 

Remember Pentecost, and Jesusõ promise that he òwill be with you always, even to the 
end of the agesó (Matthew 28:20).  Jesusõ Ascension into heaven is the paradigm for all 
leave-takings. He leaves his disciples physically, so that the Holy Spirit can then fill them, 
and all things and all people in all times and places.   

Remember to invoke the Holy Spirit and to seek the guidance of the Holy Spirit as we go 
forward in the transition process 

Remember who owns the parish.  It is not the Diocese or the Bishop or the Episcopal 
Church.  It is not the Vestry.  It is not even the congregation, or any leadership group, 
although each entity would have some legal or practical claim to such ownership.   
Rather, any parish worth belonging to is very clear about who owns it, Jesus Christ, who 
is its Lord who gives us the mission of reconciling the whole world to God through Him.  
Remember that, and honor that truth. 

And most of all, remember that even though we cannot know what the future holds, we 
do know Who holds the future. Knowing that gives us confidence and serenity. 

And in that confidence remember these passages of Scripture that conclude Morning and 
Evening Prayer. 

May the God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing through the power of the Holy Spirit 

ñRomans 15:13 

Glory to God whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more than we can ask or imagine: Glory to 
him from generation to generation in the Church, and in Christ Jesus for ever and ever 

ñEphesians 3: 20,21 

 

Sunday, May 11ðPentecost & Mothersô Day 

Services at 8 & 10 

Special music and reception at 10 celebrating Dot Kish 

Remember to wear something red for Pentecost! 
 

 

Sunday, May 18 ð 8, 9:15, 11:15  

Last Church School classes, Forum, 10:30 

English Teað4:00  Festal Evensongð5:00 
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SUN. MAY 11 

   Pentecost 
   8 & 10 Services 
   followed by reception 
   11:15 in the Parish Hall 

WED. MAY 14 

   Holy Eucharist & Breakfast 
   7am in Chancel, followed by  
   breakfast at the Circle Diner  

   Holy Eucharist 
   & Bible  Study 
   11am in Conference Room 
    --Repeats every Wednesday 

THU. MAY 15 

   Evensong 
   6 pm 
   --Repeats every Thursday 

    Christianity 101 
   7 ð 8:30 in the Vestry Room 

SUN. MAY 18 

   Three Service Schedule 
   Adult Forum 
   òTown Meetingó    
   10:30 in the Parish Hall 
   English Tea 
   4pm 
   Festal Evensong 
   5pm 

TUE. MAY 20 

   Vestry Meeting 
   7:30pm 

SUN. MAY 25 

   Ice Cream Social 
   After the 10:00 service 



 

Choral Evensong and Tea May 18 

Itõs astonishing how fast this choir 
year has flown!  But the end is very 
rapidly approaching.  The final 
Sunday evensong for the St. Paulõs 
Choir will be Sunday, May 18 at 5 
PM, preceded by English Tea in the 
Parish Hall at 4 PM.  The Tea is 
always a fun event, and itõs an 
important fund-raiser for the choir.  
The music at evensong will be so 
green and spring-like that youõll want 
to bud and sprout just like all those 
wonderful things outside:  Bryan 
Kellyõs effervescent Magnificat and 
Nunc Dimittis in C; Benjamin 
Brittenõs cantata Rejoice in the 
Lamb, and responses by Bernard 
Rose.  It will be the choir at its best, 
so bring a friend and share the fun. 

Parades and Pancakes 

The Memorial Day Pancake 
Breakfast is almost here! This annual 
event is run by the men of St. Paulõs. 
If you are interested in joining the 
crew call Peter Osborne at 334-1360, 
Jarrid Hall at 255-0693, or Chris Jay 
at 254-6653 

Proceeds this year will benefit two 
new outreach projects: Bishop 
Curryõs Fund for providing 
mosquito netting in Mozambique 
and Holy Trinity School in Haiti. 

St. Paulõs Golf Open 

May 18 at Brooklawn Country Club. 
Space is limited. Contact Eric 
Andren at Eric.Andren@bbh.com  
Cost is $150 per player and includes 
greens fees, cart, and a donation to 
St. Paulõs. 

 

New Face, New Voice 

Weõd like to introduce our new 
publication, the E*pistle, an 
electronic newsletter that shines a 
brief spotlight on the most current 
upcoming parish events. Quick to 
access from your own inbox, youõll 
always know whatõs happening. Our 
first issue was emailed last week to 
parishioners who had a current email 
address on file. If you did not 
receive it and would like to try it just 
go to our website: 
http://www.stpaulsfairfield.org and 
look for the sign-up link. Your 
information will be kept private and 
not shared with anyone. Of course 
you may unsubscribe at any time. 

While there you will have an 
opportunity to subscribe to a choice 
of publications. Our current 
offerings are: 

 E*pistle ð news on upcoming 
parish events 

 A Letter from the Rector ð an 
inspirational spiritual message in 
our newer format 

 Church School News ð for 
children, parents and teachers 

Our print edition Epistle will 
continue to give you program news 
and photos. The Sunday Bulletin will 
also continue with service notes, 
calendar and news every Sunday. 

We hope youõll use our electronic 
publications to be informed, be 
inspired and stay connected during 
the week. 

 

Choir Probationers  

ôTis the season : Now is the time to 
consider whether your rising second 
or third grade son or daughter would 
be a good candidate to join the 
Probationer Choir in the fall.  
Singing in the Probationer Choir is 
the gateway to membership in the St. 
Paulõs Choir for boys and girls, a 
year spent learning how to be a 
chorister, meeting new friends, 
discovering the singing voice, and 
having fun, in a relaxed atmosphere 
geared toward these young ones.  
The Probationer Choir meets once a 
week, on Wednesdays from 
 4:15 to 5 pm. 

Parents of second and third grade 
youngsters will be receiving choir 
materials by e-mail sometime soon, 
but you donõt have to wait if youõre 
sure your son or daughter will be 
joining!  Please feel free to contact 
John and let him know the good 
news, by e-mail to 
jabdenour@stpaulsfairfield.org or 
jabdenour1962@juno.com, or to his 
mobile phone at 203-671-4510. 

Town Meeting Forum on May 18 

Our final Forum for the season will 
be a town meeting-style open 
discussion exploring the various 
challenges of our worship services. 
Please come and share your 
thoughts. Rick Brown and Susan 
Gardner, heads of our Worship task 
force, are hoping to hear from as 
many parishioners as possible.  


